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Welcome to the 2010/2011 edition of the FCHS magazine.  

 

As ever, our aim is to provide a chronicle of events and to reflect the diverse 

activities that have taken place during the year.  

 

We have seen the retirement, after thirty six years, of deputy head, John 

Shutler. Tributes can be found in the following pages and he was the guest 

of honour at this yearõs Albanian Association Dinner. 

 

After much effort and expense, the school playing fields at Southover and the 

Pavilion re -emerged after extensive renovation. Damian McBride looks back 

over the years and our sports editor, John Haswell describes the process.  

 

We offer reports from the Governing body, the PTA and the Albanian Asso-

ciation as well as accounts of school journeys, activities, annual events, ar-

tistic achievement and sporting prowess. We cannot include everything but 

what we do have, reflects the astonishing range of opportunities available to 

our students.  

 

I want to acknowledge the excellent support I have received from my editorial 

team of John Haswell, Chris Simmonds, Michael Naughton and Frank Jack-

man. Not only have they researched and written articles but Frank has also 

been responsible for layout and presentation.  

 

My thanks also to Maggie Duffy for her typing and to Fran Kelly for the 

printing of hard copies.  

 

        Peter Keenan  

EDITORIAL  
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HEAD TEACHERõS  

MESSAGE  
The end of a school year is a time to 
take stock and look back at what has 
been achieved over the last twelve 
months. There have been many high-
lights, starting with our best ever ôAõ 
Level results last August and a record 
number of students winning a place at 
university. The good news has contin-
ued, more or less unabated through to 
our Sports Presentation Evening at the 
end of term. For me, the success of our 

Outdoor Education Week for Year 8 
boys was a particular highlight. The 
hard work and commitment of my col-
leagues in bringing this project to frui-
tion was truly remarkable. We now 
have a template for future years and 
will be seeking to extend this area of 

education.  

 

You will read in this magazine about 
the completion of our sportsfield at 
Southover. Our teams now enjoy first 
class pitches and changing facilities 
which will benefit our students for 
years to come. Elsewhere, I was 
thrilled by the success of our students 
in the Rock Challenge. Their dedica-
tion, team spirit and commitment was 

an inspiring example and they richly 
deserved their promotion to the na-
tional elite group following their suc-

cess in the South of England final.  

 

I would like to thank our parents for 
the support they have given the school 
and particularly our wonderful PTA, 
over the last twelve months, our Gover-
nors who give up so many hours on a 
voluntary basis, with special mention 
to Jane Inzani who has completed her 

first year as Chair in an outstanding 
fashion ð and of course our staff whose 
dedication and commitment make the 
school what it is, along with our pupils 
for the energy and ambition they bring 

to school on a daily basis.  

 

You will see my observations amply 
born out as you read accounts of the 
astonishing variety of activities in 

which they participate.  

 

The end of a school year inevitably in-
volves some departures. Foremost 
among these is John Shutler who has 
given 36 years of dedicated service, 
many of them as Deputy Headteacher. 
He is one of those rare people who do 
not divide opinion; everyone loves him! 
Not only is he a gifted teacher but he 
has personified the mission of the 
school on a daily basis. Both pupils 
and staff have reason to be thankful 

for his warmth and compassion over 

the years.  

 

Finally I want to acknowledge the 
achievement of our editor, Peter 
Keenan and his resourceful 6 th  Form 
editorial team. They have spent many 
hours compiling and editing this maga-
zine and should feel very proud of the 

result.  

 

Seamus McKenna  
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John Shutler  

Departing Colleagues  

Jack Musson  

 

People  
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JOHN SHUTLER  
After a 36 year 

stint, John Shut-

ler is calling it a 

day. He did not 

have  to retire just 

yet but unlike 

Boxer, he wants to 

avoid the glue fac-

tory and reap the delights of his au-

tumnal years, enjoying Scottish bliz-

zards, strumming his guitar and 

mastering the complexities of Italian.  

 

The Shutler story starts in Crouch 

End where in due course, he at-

tended St Gildaõs Primary School, 

showing early signs of scientific curi-

osity in his pursuit of nature studies.  

 

The Jesuits of St Ignatius provided 

his secondary education. He survived 

their strict regime, on one occasion, 

protesting against perceived injus-

tices and suffering a harsh beating 

for his pains. Creative writing was 

never his fortƛ but he does recall 

scoring 8/10 for a piece on Vietnam 

where he recklessly indulged in col-

ourful imagery. He developed a liking 

for rugby with his òstrong, thrusting 

legsó (his words!) enabling him to 

hover on the periphery of the 1 st  XV. 

 

A degree at the City University was 

followed by a PGCE at Chelsea Col-

lege which ended unfortunately fol-

lowing an accident with a lamp post 

on the Isle of Wight and a broken leg!  

He was interviewed at home, in plas-

ter by Neil Kelly who concluded that 

he was  òmad enough to teachó. 

 

So it was, that in 1975, he began his 

FCHS career in the Physics depart-

ment under Don Hinson.  

As the years passed, he expanded his 

portfolio, becoming Head of Science 

under Stephen Szemerenyi, pioneer-

ing computers, taking over the com-

pilation of the timetable, conducting 

a school census, masterminding 

exam returns, to name but a few of 

his activities. Promotion to Assistant 

Leadership followed and then the ap-

pointment to deputy head, his cur-

rent position. In addition to all this, 

he was a popular, successful form 

tutor, helped out with rugby, worked 

tirelessly for the PTA and made sev-

eral appearances at Autumn Fayres 

as a benevolent Father Christmas.  

In recent years, it has fallen to his lot 

to deal with various miscreants 

where his understanding and sense 

of fairness were much appreciated.  

 

As one ôvillainõ remarked òif I was in 

trouble, I prayed I would be sent to 

Mr Shutler!ó 

 

There is no doubt that John has had 

a significant impact on FCHS. His 

experience and wisdom have been 



7  

 

highly valued by management and 

colleagues alike while his friendly 

bear -hugging, kissing manner have 

endeared him to all! He is the es-

sence of FCHS and embodies its 

spirit. He can reflect proudly on his 

achievements at Finchley as he takes 

his place among its legends.  

 

PK 

 

There follows a tribute from his long 

standing colleague, John Dikes      

 

John Shutler  

 

So here it is! The time has come for 

me to pen a few words in tribute to 

John Shutler. We have worked at 

Finchley together since 1988 and in 

that time you might expect me to 

have built up a large number of an-

ecdotal stories to pass on. However , I 

have surprisingly few! The reason for 

this is partly the nature of the man 

and partly the circumstances in 

which we have often worked together.  

 

Hopefully, he will best be remem-

bered as a good physicist, as many 

cohorts of successful ôAõ level stu-

dents in recent years will testify. 

However, he has not always taught 

Physics.  When I first started as one 

of those ôfresh out of universityõ up-

starts, John was Head of Science. I 

remember those days as happy but 

chaotic; we were disorganised but the 

job was enjoyable and John could 

not have done more to the support 

the ambitions of this ôbloody theoreti-

cal scientistõ, a tag that I happily 

wear to this day. I had the Head of 

Physics job in 1990 and was ready to 

go full steam aheadé. 

 

é..Until the day which I can picture 

as vividly as yesterday, when John, 

who by now was a deputy head, told 

me that he was no longer going to be 

teaching ôAõ level Physics ôbecause he 

could no longer afford the time it in-

volvedõ. This says so much about a 

man who always wants to do the job 

well and also about the state of an 

Education system which can take 

such a good teacher out of the class-

room. That day was a hammer blow, 

for the department and students 

alike. Imagine my frustration then, 

when a couple of years later, he 

started to teach ôAõ level Maths! How 

easy must that subject be?  

 

Tirelessly, he has continued to work 

on all sorts of admin type roles, I re-

member once believing that he had 

taken up painting and decorating, 

until I realised that the roll of wallpa-

per permanently under his arm 

throughout the summer term was 

actually the timetable! It is his role 

as safeguarding officer however, that 

I think best summarises him. No one 

in my experience has ever doubted 

either his integrity or consistency. He 

rarely loses his temper, has the pa-

tience of Job and treats Our Lordõs 

admonition to ôtreat others as we 

would ourselves be treatedõ as his 
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guiding principle. Such qualities 

mean that he will always be a trusted 

adviser and you will never doubt that 

anything told him in confidence will 

remain exactly that. His dislike of 

gossipers is well known!  

 

Like all people however, he eventu-

ally realised that what he enjoyed 

most of all was teaching his subject! 

And so he returned to the Physics 

prep room once more. The changes 

there shocked him at first. Where 

had all the equipment gone? Why 

was it all so old? Why were we teach-

ing that course? Why were there so 

few students? The renaissance in 

Physics at Finchley has been down in 

part to ôthat courseõ, Advancing Phys-

ics which has inspired many to go on 

to read the subject at University. 

However, having John teaching the 

subject again, has automatically 

made students feel at ease, even if 

his jokes are as old as the equip-

ment!  

Even so, he has at times found it 

hard going. The results to the Janu-

ary exams this year really shocked 

him (as they did me!) and that 

showed that another of his qualities, 

determination for success, hadnõt de-

serted him.  

 

So, to summarise John Shutler! 

Thatõs very difficult to do. This is why 

Iõve made all of the paragraphs an 

acrostic. A few lines like this cannot 

summarise 23 years of support, 

friendship, fun, laughter and most of 

all example. In September 2008, I be-

came a Roman Catholic, the best 

thing I ever did. The example of in-

tegrity that is John Shutler was a key 

part of that process and his quiet but 

integral faith and love of God is a key 

to understanding the man.    

John Dikes  
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DEPARTING  

COLLEAGUES  

Huw Rees joined Finchley Catholic five 

short years ago and has since become 

a pivotal figure in the English depart-

ment, an integral part of Finchley. This 

makes his departure a heavy blow for 

past, and present students and teach-

ers alike. With a welcoming start from 

all (Ms Donnelly and Mr Laverty in 

particular) he settled in effortlessly and 

went on to create great bonds with the 

other teachers and thoroughly enjoy 

his time here ð ôfootball on a Fridayõ 

with the ôPE ladsõ being close to the top 

of the list.   

 

We are losing him to St Bernardõs 

Catholic Grammar School in Langley, 

clearly a significant change, not only 

concerning his career. He and his part-

ner are moving home to Wokingham to 

be closer to St Bernardõs but also 

nearer the in -laws; it can only be a 

good thing! It is always a sad time 

when members of staff leave, but he 

feels he has achieved what he set out 

to do at Finchley and it is time to òtake 

a step up the ladder.ó But this is not 

the only change in the coming months. 

Another venture he is pursuing is a 

PhD in Education, focusing on 

ôAcquisition and Retention of Informa-

tionõ an ongoing process that is near-

ing its climax after three and a half 

years. His application will be submit-

ted by September this year and hope-

fully ôDrõ Rees will receive the good 

news by January 2012. This is some-

thing he has put a lot of effort into due 

to his passion for this area of teaching. 

He would like to thank the MFL De-

partment for their help throughout.  

 

Disappointed to leave as he is, he goes 

with fond memories ð I was beaming 

after hearing one of the highlights was 

teaching my class, (probably just being 

polite though). The class previous to 

mine, however, is his fondest memory 

with characters such as Larry Akin, 

Callum Coates and someone by the 

name Alfonso Papa the spear -head of 

ôgood banterõ. Huw would like to thank 

everyone at Finchley for the five pros-

perous years he has enjoyed here and 

hopes he will not regret his decision in 

September! Seeing (and seizing) the 

chance to be the Terminator, He 

quotes òIõll be backó with a convincing 

impression. Hopefully this promise will 

be kept as Finchley will sorely miss 

him; as a teacher, a colleague and a 

friend.  

 

George Nash    
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Neil Pritchard , after a three year stint 

teaching his beloved subject, Maths at 

Finchley Catholic, has decided this 

year to depart to a private Sixth Form 

college in South Kensington. His deci-

sion came about as a result of finally 

realising that he is, in his own words, 

òuntameableó He also aims to relocate 

to Angel, where he will be closer to 

many of his friends who had previously 

been difficult to meet.  

 

Wild as he is however, Mr Pritchard 

still found that there was òsomething 

specialó about FCHS and admitted that 

he would be sad to leave. Among his 

highlights was the recent Junior Ski 

Trip to France, where both the stu-

dents and teachers were impressed by 

his skiing skills. Yet Neil will be busy 

when he leaves and is by no means a 

one-trick pony. A keen cyclist (as you 

may know), he plans to set off on a cy-

cling venture in the summer after his 

previous expedition in Belgium last 

year ended more quickly than ex-

pected. After cycling for a day, and 

feeling òa bit tiredó, he jumped on the 

train back to England!  

 

In addition to Maths, Neil likes to keep 

his mind active in various ways: devel-

oping plans for a diary -type book de-

tailing him testing varying philoso-

phies, he is A keen amateur poet as 

well as performing a range of magic 

tricks (which are very impressive), he 

will without doubt still have plenty to 

keep him occupied along with his new 

teaching post. Though, with all the pen 

tricks, poems, handstands, cycling, 

skiing and fiendish puzzles, Mr 

Pritchard will be most remembered for 

his skill and enthusiasm for Maths 

and teaching, a talent which everyone 

around him has enjoyed for the last 

three years. He will be sorely missed.  

 

Christopher Simmonds   

Naomi Richards  

Sitting on the dreaded blue chairs in 

the White House (Mrs Richards and I 

were not there for bad behaviour) we 

were discussing her time at Finchley 

Catholic, since she is leaving at the 

end of this school year to have her 

baby girl, who will be named Felicity. 

Mrs Richards tells me that her chosen 

name for her daughter means happi-

ness and, regarding her daughterõs fu-

ture; she says òI want her to be a co-

median, a successful author or a good 

painter.ó She pauses. òBut if sheõs fa-

mous she might not visit often so I 

might have to rethink that.ó 

Mrs Richards has been teaching His-

tory and Classics at Finchley Catholic 
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High School for only one year, but she 

has made a mark on the school. She 

says òI had Mr Wintonõs and Mr 

Crosbyõs shoes to fill or should I say 

winged sandals (Classics joke) and that 

was an impossible task. However, I 

truly care about the students and I 

think I showed it because I was even-

tually forgiven for not being Mr Crosby. 

Iõm older, female, know nothing about 

football and Iõm not friends with the PE 

Department, but hopefully I won them 

over a bit.ó Mrs Richards had previ-

ously worked in girlsõ schools for ten 

years, including St. Michaels. When I 

ask her why she chose to teach at 

FCHS she responds: òI desired a 

change and wanted to experience a 

boysõ school.ó I question her on the dif-

ferences between our sister school and 

FCHS, but Mrs Richards corrects me: 

òno, the similarities between both 

schools because everyone is linked and 

they all share the ambition to do well.ó 

She pauses to wonder if, in fact, there 

are differences. òActually Iõve observed 

that boys donõt hold grudges, they ap-

preciate my sarcasm, they make me 

laugh and I like the merits stamps 

here because they make a nice twang-

ing noise when hitting a student on the 

head.ó She laughs jokingly, of course. 

 

Most History teachers have an histori-

cal role model who they look up to and 

who helped inspire their love for his-

tory. Mrs Richards does not fall into 

that category: òI donõt have any role 

models; they are for boys; I am myself 

and am happy about that. That said I 

have a sneaky admiration for Boudicca 

as I would burn down St. Albans if 

somebody hurt my daughter.ó She 

does, however have a favourite histori-

cal figure: òIf I had to choose I would 

say Queen Elizabeth I because she was 

bloody minded and famously said ôI am 

ruled by no manõ I can relate to that.ó 

 

Mrs Richards has enjoyed the year, 

due to the studentsõ òenthusiasm, hu-

mour and inventiveness of excuses.ó 

To sum up her time she states òtoo 

short, but an absolute hoot.ó 

 

Michael Naughton   
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70 YEARS AGO: JACKôS LAST LETTER HOME 
  

Jack Musson attended FCGS from 1929-35. He came from a proud military family. His father was Lieuten-

ant Commander George Bernard Musson, and his cousin Edgar ï also an Old Boyï enjoyed a decorated 

service in the Navy during the Second World War. The Albanian records that ñJack was always full of life, 

popular and attractiveò, though not an academic type. On leaving school, he took a job at the Handley Page 

airplane factory in Radlett.  

  

 

Given his familyôs naval background and Jackôs love of planes, it was a happy compromise for him to join 

the Fleet Air Arm. He performed with great distinction in the Battle of Cape Matapan off the Greek coast 

in March 1941, where the Italian Fleet was heavily damaged. Made a 

Sub-Lieutenant, he was deployed to ĂHMS Grebe,͍ an airport in Alex-

andria used as a shore base by the Fleet Air Arm, flying sorties off the 

Egyptian coast. 

  

On 11th June his Buffalo AX817 had a mechanical fault and crashed 

into the ground at Dekheila. He was killed instantly. According to 

The Albanian: ñIt so happened that his cousin Edgar was visiting the 

port  at the time and was able to acquaint his sorrow-stricken par-

ents with the particulars of his end.ò Jack is buried at Chatby Ceme-

tery in Alexandria, along with 500 Commonwealth troops killed in 

World War Two and over 2,000 killed in the First World War.   

  

In October 1940, Jack wrote a letter to be sent to his parents in the 

event something should happen to him:  

  

 

My dear Mother and Dad,   

 

As I write this, I am not at all miserable or morbid, but as you must know, these days are dangerous 

and nothing can be foretold. Hence I write this letter. Maybe it is a hard thing to do, but please try not 

to be too unhappy. Anything that happened, happened quickly. We are fighting, not for individuals, but 

for our very existence, and existence itself will necessitate much sorrow and hardship. Iôve fought be-

side the best of comrades, and done my best to neither let you, myself or them down. You would not 

have me for a coward, would you?   

 

Thank you for all youôve done for me, perhaps at times Iôve not appreciated it, but I often think back 

and thank you quietly. I have left a few other letters to people, and probably youôll hear from a few of 

my friends, whom I know would have stood by me at any time, and whom I appreciated very much. 

Principal among these of course is Pat, whom I got to know so well, and the friends I made at Pageôs 

such as Mac, Jack and Noel. If you hear from them, please give them my regards and best wishes, to-

gether with all the luck in the world for the future.   

 

I sincerely hope and trust that this letter will never reach you, but if it should, then it is Godôs will. I 

have no more to say, except that when you look at my photo, look at the smiling one! My deep love to 

my sisters, often maligned I fear! But nevertheless loved, and with that Mother and Dad, I leave you. 

Au Revoir, Your Loving Son,   

 

Jack XX  
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GOVERNORS  

The word that characterises this 

academic year is òchangeó. After 

over ten years in the role, Jim Cun-

ningham stepped down as chair. 

Jim oversaw many changes and im-

provements in the school; not least 

the consistent rise in attainment, 

but his enduring legacy as leader of 

the Governors will surely be the re-

markable and beneficial building 

programme that has transformed 

the site into a modern and interest-

ing academic environment.  

 

The two Governorsõ subcommittees 

appointed two new Chairs ð Sheila 

Cunningham to Curriculum and 

Harry Branchdale to Finance and 

Premises. Sheila took over from 

Professor Bob Smith who has done 

sterling work, especially with the 6 th  

Form. He has continued as deputy 

chair and been a support to me as I 

came to grips with being the chair 

of the board. We are fortunate to 

have a loyal and hard working 

board of governors and their in-

volvement in the coming year will 

increase as we adopt a programme 

of link governors and grapple with 

knotty issues such as Academy 

status whilst protecting our Catho-

lic identity. I am grateful for their 

stalwart support over this year and 

for dealing with the winds of change 

that the new government have in-

stigated and our renewed focus on 

teaching and learning, achieve-

ments and pastoral care as we 

strive to gain outstanding status.  

 

The excellent John Shutler is leav-

ing at the end of the year. In the 

new organisation, we opted to re-

turn to having two Deputy Heads 

and appointed Peter Stapleton and 

Julie Durham. The bedrock created 

by John, Kevin, Seamus, the senior 

leadership team and the amazing 

staff of the school has enabled us to 

move forward and embrace new op-

portunities and challenges, but we 

live in interesting times. The coali-

tion government has introduced 

new standards and legislation at a 

quite breathtaking speed. No 

sooner were we all settling into our 

new roles, than we were dealing 

with the new English Baccalaureate 
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and how it will impact, the empha-

sis on what we offer encouraging 

schools to become Academies, a 

new White paper on education, 

changes to OFSTED standards (yet 

to be published) and public spend-

ing cuts.  

 

Of course, finance is always an is-

sue and for much of the year we 

were awaiting to see the full impact 

of cuts on our budget: it was not 

great news; our real income has 

fallen by 8%. We are fortunate to 

have managed our finances judi-

ciously and to have completed every 

year for the past ten years in sur-

plus, but managing an increasingly 

diminished budget will be very 

challenging. It is not just the 

schoolõs finances that are taxing us; 

the new university fees have caused 

us to consider what we offer in the 

6 th  Form today and how best to ad-

vise our students. There is little 

doubt that choosing to go to univer-

sity is a serious decision because of 

the costs, from 2012 even more so 

when you consider most students 

taking a degree will almost certainly 

incur debts in excess of £40.000.  

However, this is not a time to be 

weighed down with the miseries of 

cuts and austerity. Change brings 

new opportunities, energies, inno-

vation and expectations, Our sights 

are set on the future and we are ex-

cited by what that future can be. As 

most of your sons and daughters 

will be aware, the school is bursting 

at the seams and it is imperative 

that we build a Sixth Form Centre. 

A programme to raise the necessary 

funds is under way and we are opti-

mistic that we will find the means. 

We are on the brink if the official 

opening of the revamped playing 

fields, giving the school a first class 

sports facility. Technical advances 

and the VLE also offer exciting op-

portunities for delivering education 

in new ways and we are determined 

to maintain our investment in this 

area. New initiatives in monitoring 

pupil progress, teaching and learn-

ing and maintaining our out-

standing pupil attainment levels are 

set to keep us busy for the next 

year and beyond.  

 

The school community ð pupils, 

parents, staff and governors ð con-

tinues to thrive and work hard. I 

have no doubt that the efforts of all 

concerned will be translated into 

just rewards, especially for those 

pupils awaiting results of examina-

tions this summer.  

 

Jane Inzani     
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PARENT TEACHER  

ASSOCIATION  
The PTA is a cen-

tral part of the 

FCHS community 

and has a tradition 

of being a very ac-

tive and committed 

body. It organises 

around six popular 

events a year, the 

most well -attended 

being the Summer 

Fete and the 

Christmas Fayre. 

Over the years, the 

money raised has 

contributed towards creating a better physical environment for the students 

and staff. Indeed, the recently -opened Southover football ground has become 

a reality partly because of the efforts and substantial financial contribution 

of the PTA. Throughout the coming year, the PTA will join in the drive to 

raise the £2.5m that the school needs to secure in order to build the new 

Sixth Form Centre.  

 I, would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to fellow 

members who have supported the organisation throughout the past year 

with contributions of food, wine, the purchase of raffle tickets and prizes and 

managing stalls. I would particularly like to recognise the hard work and 

commitment of those who have worked tirelessly all year behind the scenes 

to make sure all our events are a success by shopping, cooking, setting up 

and managing stalls, taking minutes, clearing up and doing it all in their 

ôspare õ time. They are Gabby Kempster, Rosanna Vacca, Laura Pappalardo, 

Lynn McKieran, Sergius Musekura, Julianne Nabatanzi , Fran Kelly, John 

Shutler, Peter Inzani and a special mention to Roxana Curtis, recent ex -

Chair, for her selfless commitment to the school. Through all your efforts the 

year has been a resounding success.  

Joy Fraser Chair of PTA  
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SUMMER F ÊTE  
FEELING HOT, HOT, HOT!  

FCHS 2011 Summer Fête was above all a feast of the senses. It started off with 

the excited shouts of children playing football and the cheers of their parents 

and supporters. The cheering was soon replaced by dance music from the 

speakers on the platform, the increasing hum of conversation and laughter, the 

hissing of the barbecue and the chinking of bottles from the bar. These sounds 

were accompanied by the aroma of sizzling burgers, fresh mint from the jug 

loads of Pimms, hints of vanilla, ginger, apple, and coffee from the tearoom, 

whiffs of basil, roasted tomatoes, turmeric, curry, and coriander from the inter-

national food hall. And the colours of green grass, blue skies and the reds, or-

anges and yellows of potted plants and hanging baskets were only rivalled by 

the vividness of the summer outfits and the brightness of the sun.  

People of all ages wandered around, mingling, talking to old friends, meeting 

new ones, exchanging greetings, embraces and news. Children ran around, 

playing and joining in the fun and games while young people posed and teased 

each other. As the sun got hotter, the music sweeter, people congregated on 

the lawns, eating, drinking long cool bottles of beer or water, replenishing their 

glasses of Pimms, wine or fruit juice. Others settled for cups of tea guaranteed 

to bring down the temperature even in the scorching heat.  

As the day progressed, the Pimms dried up and the cakes, and gateaux were all 

eaten. The savoury lentils and pumpkin dish, the succulent pasta bake, the 

spicy chicken curry, the delicious chilli con carne and all the rest disappeared, 

together with the mouth -watering barbecued burgers. All that was left to do 

was to open the raffle drum, laden with tickets, declare the few lucky winners 

of the prizes and to 

thank one and all for 

coming to support, 

contr ibu t ing to , 

working hard at 

making the fete a re-

sounding success 

and a very enjoyable 

event. Yes, a splen-

did time was indeed 

had by all. And after 

all that, the clearing 

up..........  
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ALBANIAN ASSOCIATION  

Another year, and the Albanian ôOld Boysõ Association goes from strength to 

strength. The community built up through the www.fchsfriends.org.uk  website 

continues to grow, and is becoming an increasingly important repository of sto-

ries, photographs and old documents telling the story of the school and its pu-

pils.  

 

The highlight of the year was the Annual Dinner held on Friday 12th November 

to mark the retirement of John Shutler. It is a tribute to John that his appear-

ance produced a full house in both senses: the School Hall packed to bursting, 

and every part of the school community represented: current and former pu-

pils, parents of current and former pupils, and current and former teachers 

were all in attendance, as well as members of John's family.  

There was also a small but significant moment of history at the dinner, with 

Sinead Sarsfield  becoming the first ôOld Girlõ of the school to attend an ôOld 

Boysõ dinner. She was one of many members of the school's administrative 

staff dressed in  red and gold  sashes marked with the legends: 'We Love John'  

and 'John's Darlings' . 

Peter Keenan entertained his many former English pupils present with a char-

acteristic speech ( "Settle..."  he urged his  excitable audience at one point), intro-

ducing his long -term colleague John, whose own speech focused on the dis-

tinctive Finchley sense of humour. Mr McKenna brought the formal proceed-

ings to a close, presenting a handsome plaque ð produced by the schoolõs De-

sign department ð to John, and flowers to Mrs Alison Shutler. He also pre-

sented plaques to Bob Murdoch and Jim Cunningham, whose long service to 

the school was recognised in last yearõs Annual.  

http://www.fchsfriends.org.uk
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Raffles, games and other entertainment followed, and a highly -enjoyable eve-

ning was had by all present.  

The Oratory was full to capacity on Sunday 10th April for the Annual Mass 

to remember Deceased Old Boys. Mass was said by Fr. John O'Halloran. 

Many members of the Delaney family were present as we remembered Old 

Boy Tony Delaney, who died in June last year, with family member and cur-

rent pupil Ryan Delaney reading the Psalm. We enjoyed perfect weather for 

the occasion, and many of the Old Boys in attendance took the opportunity 

for a walk around the grounds.  

 

We were pleased to see former teacher Anthony Keogh in attendance; Dr 

Martin Kennedy Phelan, recently retired from his Harley Street practice, vis-

iting the school for the first time in many years; and it was especially pleas-

ing to welcome David Joel, who left the school in 1953 and now lives in Nova 

Scotia, but was able to attend the Mass while visiting London on holiday. 

The Mass is always a sad occasion, but also a fitting tribute to those we have 

lost.  

There was a happier day in May, when only 

the second Old Boy to manage a Football 

League team saved Barnet FC from relega-

tion. Giuliano Grazioli, who enjoyed a suc-

cessful career with Barnet, Peterborough, 

Stevenage and Swindon after leaving the 

school in 1994, was put in charge at Under-

hill for the last 5 matches of the season, 

with a miracle needed to save them from 

dropping to the Conference.  

 

In his second match, he secured a stunning away win at Gillingham, and a 

home draw with Oxford in his fourth match left Barnet needing a last day 

win at home to Port Vale and hoping that Lincoln would slip up at home to 

Aldershot. Lincoln duly lost 3 -0 and Barnet clung on to a nail -biting 1 -0 lead 

to spark wild scenes of celebration at Underhill. ôGrazõ would doubtless ad-

mit he learnt everything he knows about management at Southover from 

such inspirational managers as Chris Parker, Phil Hallworth, Dave Rawcliffe 

and Jez Arnull!  

 

Damian McBride  
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PRESENTATION  

EVENING  
This yearõs Upper School presenta-

tion evening was held at Finchley 

Catholic High School. The guest of 

honour was Sir Hugh Orde, the 

president of the Association of Chief 

Police Officers.  

Mr McKenna started off the evening 

by welcoming the guests to the 

event, remarking that there were 

too many to list. He then thanked 

the governors and the PTA for their 

assistance throughout the year and 

in organising this event. Next Mr 

McKenna introduced tonightõs 

guest of honour: Sir Hugh Orde, ex-

plaining what exactly his job was. 

After the recent publication of the 

Browne Report, Mr McKenna urged 

the student body to give serious 

thought to studying abroad.  

After the presentations a man -flu 

suffering Sir Hugh Orde came and 

spoke about the opportunities that 

life offers. He reflected on his life at 

school where he had to learn to 

deal with disappointments, only 

achieving modest grades (although, 

he was awarded the prize for high 

achievement in geography) he went 

on to become a high ranking police 

officer.  

The last speech of the evening was 

a vote of thanks from the head boy 

Jonathan Gordon.  Coming to the 

end of his education, Jonathan re-

flected on how the years had flown 

by; from the baggy blazer and para-

chute bag of Year 7 to the beard 

heõs wearing now, although it would 

never rival Shutlerõs! At the end of 

his speech he imparted some advice 

to the incoming year 12s: the 

school is very supportive (they have 

the UCAS personal statement to 

look forward to) and that the Janu-

ary exams are a wakeup call; you 

have to hit the ground running if 

you want to succeed. Telling us to 

try our best and live life without re-

grets he finished with a quote from 

Walt Disney: òAll our dreams can 

come true, if we have the courage to 

pursue them.ó 

After all the speeches, we were 

treated to a musical interlude by 

the cream of Finchleyõs musical tal-

ent and gifts were given to Ms Mur-

phy and Mr McBride as a thank 

you for organising the night. The 

evening ended with the school choir 

singing Journeyõs òDonõt Stop Be-

lievingó, echoing the idea that to-

night will be òsomething to cherish 

in future yearsó. 

 

Frank Jackman  
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GCSE SUBJECT PRIZES  

 

Art  Michael Naughton  

Business  Tim Zakrocymski  

Classics  James Brosnan  

Drama  Luke Mazzamuto  

English  George Winterbourne  

German  George Winterbourne  

French  Edem Awity  

Geography  Leonardo Marioni  

History  Chris Simmonds  

ICT  Deeghayu Ratnayake  

Maths  Gianluca Covelluzi  

Media Studies  Declan Molloy  

Music  Alex Wright  

PE Chris Giles  

RE  Dominic Hamlin  

Science (Double)  Rani Hanna  

Science (Triple)  Matthew Jaffa  

Technology  Alfie OõDonnell 

Construction  Oliver Eddlestone  

Exceptional Progress  Owen Keane  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIZE WINNERS  
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SUPERB  ACHIEVEMENT  AT GCSE  

 

SUPERB ACHIEVEMENT AT A/S LEVEL  

 
 

 

 
PERFORMING ARTS PRIZE  

Anthony Champou  

 
ART PRIZE  

Simone Angelini  

 
PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE  

Joseph Killick  

 
SENIOR SPORTS PRIZE  

Michael Moore  

 

SHAFTSBURY HARRIERS TROPHY  
Chris Giles  

 

MARTIN QUIGLEY SHIELD  
Caolan Phillips  

 

GOVERNORSõ PRIZE 
Jenifer Kilby     Rim Petros                                                    

Anne -Marie Kanor   Leonie Ahimie  
 

HEADTEACHERõS PRIZE 

Jonathan Gordon  

Luke Barton  James Brosnan  Alex Clayman  

Gianluca Covelluzi  Gregory Franzini  Chris Giles  

John Haswell  Frank Jackman  Matthew Jaffa  

Dmitri Manzi  Leonardo Marioni  Larry Molloy  

Declan Molloy  Michael Naughton  Anthony Ward  

  George Winterbourne    

Jennifer Kilby  Tom Powell  Carl DõSouza 
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ROCK CHALLENGE  
The Rock Challenge is an educational 

and inspirational event using Perform-

ing Arts to promote creativity, healthy 

lifestyles and education. Rock Chal-

lenge delivers anti -drug and crime pre-

vention messages to the heart of teen-

age culture by using music, dance and 

media. The event captures the imagi-

nation of young people, providing us 

with an exciting opportunity to experi-

ence performing in a live and profes-

sional environment. Our school team 

was made up of twenty five performers 

and as part of the competition we had 

to create five to eight minutes of chore-

ography, select and record a medley of 

music for the soundtrack and design 

the set and costumes. Due to a lack of 

funding this year, Miss Turner decided 

to host a dance showcase fundraising 

evening which was a huge success. Mi-

chael Boateng, a former pupil, taught 

some students some rather complex 

routines and we were also given the 

chance to freestyle and create some of 

our own innovative choreography. The 

money raised was put towards the set 

and costumes for the competition.  

On Friday 13 th  May 2011, we were 

ready to compete in the Rock Chal-

lenge dance competition at the Arts 

Depot, Finchley. Spirits were high and 

the competition from the six other Lon-

don schools was strong, as we were all 

competing for the trophy and a place 

at the Portsmouth National Finals. 

This yearõs piece, choreographed by 

Serena Williams, was entitled The 

ôTopianõ Clash which explored the idea 

of a blissfully perfect world coming into 

contact with a world of unimaginable 

horror. We impressed the judges with 

an energetic, highly entertaining and 

professional performance. We won nu-

merous awards including Best Enter-

tainment, Best Drama Skills, Perform-

ers Choice and Best Set Design, which 

had been made by the talented Mr 

Drew Doyle. Then the award we were 

all waiting for was announced and 

FCHS had been placed first in the 

competition. We couldnõt believe we 

had won the North London competition 
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and now had a place in the UK South-

ern Grand Final, which was to be held 

at the Portsmith Guildhall on Friday 

3 rd  June.  

Before we knew it the final competition 

day was upon us and we met at the 

school gates at 5.30am for a long drive 

to Portsmith. Spirits were high and 

there was a great atmosphere on the 

coach journey there. We were in fact 

the first school to arrive at the venue 

and we decided to kick start the day 

with a few freestyles in the corridors to 

keep us entertained. Eventually the 

Rock Challenge day was underway and 

before we knew it our teachers: Miss 

Turner, Mr Boateng, Mr Janata, Miss 

Williams and Ms Pasini were up on 

stage perfecting their best air guitar 

moves in front of the large crowd, 

which Iõm sure you can imagine was 

hilarious. Throughout the day, the 

mood and vibe between all of the per-

formers was special to watch. You 

could tell that even though everyone 

was there to compete against each 

other, we all still had one thing in com-

mon: our passion to dance. The day 

went by slowly and watching our com-

petitors rehearse really opened our 

eyes to the different dance styles each 

school had to offer.  

The wait for the evening performance 

was nerve -racking. I had taken part in 

Rock Challenge for the past 3 years 

and because this was my last year in 

school, I really wanted us to win. Once 

we had our costumes on and our faces 

painted we were ready to perform. We 

took our positions on the stage, the 

lights went out and the curtains 

opened. My heart was racing. Sud-

denly, the dark blue wash lit up the 

stage and the music started. All the 

feelings of being nervous suddenly 

turned into an adrenaline rush and the 

eight minutes flew past as we all gave 

the performance of our lives.  

We were all so pleased with the per-

formance we had given and now it was 

just a short wait until the results. The 

wait was far worse than the anxiety I 

had before the performance. Individual 

awards were given out and we won an 

award for Best Video, filmed by James 

Wood (Yr13) and Best Set Design, cre-

ated by the talented Mr Doyle. There 

were fifteen schools participating in the 

final and we really wanted to be placed 

in the top five for our overall perform-

ance. As the awards up to 3 rd  place 

were presented, we were feeling anx-

ious because our name hadnõt been 

mentioned so we thought we may not 

have even been placed. However, as we 

heard the presenter say, ô2nd  place goes 

to....Finchley Catholic High Schoolõ, we 

all jumped out of our seats in celebra-

tion. We were delighted to come 2 nd  but 

the real shock came when we were 

then told that we had missed out on 

first place by half a point and because 

of that the judges had decided to pro-

mote us to the Premier Division for 

next yearõs competition. Everyone went 

crazy with excitement and there were 

even a few tears. We were all so happy 

to have won the North London Rock 

Challenge and come second in the 

Southern final. I am disappointed that 

I wonõt be able to be part of the Rock 

Challenge group next year but I would 

like to wish the whole team the best of 

luck in the Premier Division and look 

forward to hearing the results!  

Gabriel Fiorenzo Year 13  
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LENTEN FUNDS  
Every single year, before Easter, 

Finchley Catholic High School embarks 

a mission to raise money for charity. 

All members of the school are involved 

in the campaigns whether actively or 

passively ð though not everyone organ-

ises something, it is unlikely that any-

one escapes the Lent period without 

being flogged a biscuit or a cake or a 

raffle ticket.  

Every single year, the most enthusias-

tic year group is ð Year 7. Though not 

a law of physics, it seems to go unchal-

lenged, for as a year group they out-

shine the rest of the school with their 

energy and success. This year was no 

exception, under the leadership of Mrs 

Ransom, they all showed outstanding 

effort. However our Year 7 successes 

do not belittle the work of others in the 

school - it is accurate to claim that 

every year group played an active role 

in fundraising as you will see below.  

The Sixth Form event of the year was 

well attended and raised £900. The 

fact that our very own Blind Date was 

attended by over one hundred and fifty 

people shows that it had magnitude as 

well as the ability to raise funds. Hav-

ing spoken to lots of people after the 

event, they assured me that òit was a 

laughó. The Blind Date evening was a 

show of vigorous courage on the part of 

the participating members of staff: Mr 

McAteer, Mr Monroc and Miss McMa-

hon. Thanks go to the countless mem-

bers of the Sixth Form for organising, 

participating and attending the eve-

ning, to the teachers supervising, tak-

ing part, and laughing along and of 

course, to the enthusiastic audience.  

The other major Sixth Form event was 

the Jazz Night which took place one 

Friday night ð raising over £1000 and 

attracting many sceptical members of 

staff. Thankfully after the event they 

were assured of the quality of music, 

and of course the quality of the supe-

rior catering, supplied by our Editor. I 

would like to thank all the musicians, 

singers and helpers who volunteered 

their time, effort and talents for the 

duration of the evening. The charity for 

this event was CWAC ð Children With 

Aids Charity ð who were delighted to 

receive funds in such a short time.  

Alex Clayman  

Last year, Year 7s made a good im-

pression with their phenomenal suc-

cess in the Lenten collection. Mrs Ran-

som, their head of year, was extremely 

proud of their charitable achievements 

and was delighted with the effort they 

put in. She also told us some of their 

creative ways in raising money from 

charity. These included sponsored 

events, such as walks, car washes and 

the ever popular cake sales.  Although 

not a competition, a special thank you 

should go to 7C who raised a grand 

total of £937.52. Mr Parker, their form 

tutor said he is proud of all his stu-

dents but was especially proud of Ga-

birelle DesForges who raised £325 and 

of George Franzini who raised £305.  

James Holly and Simon Saldanha  
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Skiing  

Iceland  

Germany  

The World!  

TRAVELLERSõ 

TALES  
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The Junior Ski Trip this year took place at 

the third most popular Resort in France, 

Le Corbier. We left school at about 7.00am 

in the morning. We all hoped there would 

be as much snow and ice in France as 

there seemed to be in Finchley!  

Everybody seemed very tired but we all be-

gan to settle down in anticipation of our 

long awaited trip. In no time at all we were 

flying out of Gatwick to arrive at our resort 

in the early evening.  

The hotel was very nice and close to the 

slopes, so we hoped that we wouldnõt get 

too tired carrying all our ski equipment up 

and down the mountain.  

Most mornings we were woken up by Mr 

Hastings; who threatened us before the ski 

trip that he would come and flip our mat-

tresses with us on them if we woke up late. 

Well, all I can say about this is that I was 

one of the lucky ones! Once we were 

dressed in our ski wear we would go for 

breakfast which was continental and in-

cluded croissants and bread with butter 

and jam, fruit and a fresh orange juice. 

This menu never changed but lunch and 

dinner differed. When breakfast was fin-

ished we would have to go to our lockers 

and get fully equipped in our ski boots, 

helmet, poles and skis. We would then go 

to where the beginners, advanced begin-

ners, intermediates and advanced assem-

bled After the morning session we went 

back for lunch and everyone was talking 

about the skiing and how good it was. Af-

ter lunch we had a little bit of time to spare 

and then we would be off skiing again. The 

skiing day ended at 4.30 as this was when 

all the ski lifts would stop working.  

We had a lot of time till dinner so we could 

go down to the bar where we could have a 

drink or a snack, the lounge was a really 

nice place to watch Sky TV or Sky Sports 

such as the Arsenal vs. Chelsea game. We 

could also socialize with friends or we 

could go and hang out in our rooms. From 

the second day we were allowed to go and 

explore the village and go in the shops and 

restaurants. There was a lot of entertain-

ment and activities provided for us during 

the holiday such as a treasure hunt which 

helped us navigate around the village, 

quizzes, ice skating where many people 

ended on the floor and much more.  

During dinner we were given a starter, a 

main and a dessert and any misbehaviour 

which happened at the table or anywhere 

else the person was put on clean up duty 

when they had to help clean up tables, col-

lect plates, cutlery and glasses (not fun).  

As the week progressed everyone was mak-

ing a vast improvement on their skiing 

(shame about Ms McMahon!). We were all 

enjoying our time skiing and found our ski 

instructors good fun. Mr Hastings with a 

broken wrist still skied down the slope 

recklessly like a bulldozer; showing off his 

abilities. Sadly there were two injuries on 

the slope one which a boy sustained a frac-

tured foot bone and another who damaged 

his knee. Both of them kept very brave and 

did not moan.  

As the week went on it came closer to New 

Year and it wasnõt going to go by with no 

celebrations. On New Yearõs Eve we cele-

brated by doing a range of activities such 

as we went to see the massive firework dis-

play in the village which was spectacular 

with really nice fireworks and music being 

played. After the fireworks had ended we 

went back to the hotel where they held a 

really good karaoke competition where Mr 

Hastings sang a duet with Ms McMahon 

and where Mr Pritchard was forced by us 

to sing! When the time came closer to mid-

night, snacks and sweets were left out for 

JUNIOR SKI TRIP  
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us to enjoy eating. When it was near the 

time we had a loud countdown and we 

phoned our families to wish them a Happy 

New Year. After a late night everyone was 

tired the following morning.  

On the last day of skiing we were assessed 

by our instructors on our ability. Later on 

in the day the award ceremony took place 

where we were awarded medals for our ski 

ability. That night we had to get the last 

gifts and presents for our families and then  

pack our cases knowing we were leaving 

and going back home. The next day we had 

to say goodbye to Le Corbier and make the 

long journey back home to England.  

Overall the Ski holiday to Le Corbier was 

thoroughly worth it. The skiing was mag-

nificent and everyone enjoyed it. We would 

like to thank Mr Keenan who organised the 

trip and the other teachers for their hard 

work making a very enjoyable holiday for 

us. I fully recommend the ski trip to oth-

ers; it is definitely worth it and it is a 

chance of a lifetime.  

Kenan Thompson 9B         

 

As you may already know, Year 8 and 9 

students travelled to Le Corbier, in the 

French Alps to experience the art of skiing. 

A group of 70 -80 students and staff made 

the journey to the ski resort on the 27 th  of 

December, still full of all of the food and 

drink from Christmas.  

Some people had skied before and some 

were complete beginners. Everyone had ski 

lessons every day so made progress. The 

days flowed perfectly without major mis-

haps although two students had unfortu-

nate accidents. Apres ski activities in-

cluded tobogganing and ice skating. The 

group was becoming very tired by the last 

couple of days, with a few people ill, but 

everyone carried on happy as ever, as it 

was great fun.  

None of the students was misbehaved and 

the hotel commented that we were one of 

the best schools that had visited. By the 

end of the week everybody was in high 

spirits with people getting ready to return 

to a normal routine again. A bonus was 

the New Yearõs Eve celebrations ð we all 

had a great time with a party and quiz.  

Finally the week was over with everybody 

thoroughly enjoying themselves (due to the 

beautiful scenery and exciting skiing ex-

perience). We all lumbered back to Eng-

land ready for home and bed.  

Overall, the ski trip was a great success 

with many people wanting to go again. Also 

everybody made a considerable progress in 

skiing with many people getting onto the 

advanced slopes. Hopefully many people 

will want to go next year.  

Charles Spooner 8F     


